
Year 4: History Could you have been a Roman Centurion? Term – Autumn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Information 

The Romans lived in Rome (The capital city of 

Italy) 

The Roman remained in Britain from 43 AD - 410 

AD (Nearly 400 years) 

According to legend, Romulus was the founder 

of Rome. Romulus and his twin brother Remus 

were the sons of the God Mars. 

In August 55 B.C the Roman General, Julius 

Caesar invaded Britain for the first time. 

Boudicca was a queen of the British Celtic Iceni 

tribe who led an uprising against the occupying 

forces of the Roman Empire. 

Hadrian’s Wall is long wall built by the Romans 

across the north of England. It was to keep out 

the Scots. 

The Romans finally left Britain because their 

homes in Italy were being attacked by fierce 

rebels and every soldier was needed.  

The Romans created the calendar we used 

today and all the months are names after 

Roman gods and rulers. July is named after Julius 

Caesar.  

The Romans invented all aqueducts, concrete, 

central heating and straight roads. 

Why the Romans came to Britain is not quite 

certain. Two reasons have been suggested: the 

romans were cross the Britain helped France to 

fight against Julius Caesar and the came looking 

for riches – land, slaves, iron, lead, zinc, copper, 

silver and gold. 

Vocabulary 

A.D. This stands from Anno Domini - 

Which means ‘in the year of our 

lord’ indicating how many years 

have passed since the birth of 

Jesus. 

legions  A unit in the Roman army made 

up of between 4,000 and 6,000 

soldiers ruled by a centurion.  

centurion  A commander of a group of 

Roman soldiers.  

emperor The Roman emperor was the 

ruler of the Roman Empire. 

gladiator  A gladiator was an armed 

soldier who entertained 

audiences. 

Londinium  This was the Roman name for 

London. 

invade  To enter a place or land with 

the intention of occupying it. 

conquer To overcome and take control 

of people or land using military 

force.  

senate  The Roman government.  

colosseum  A large theatre or stadium also 

known as an amphitheatre  

aqueducts  A bridge that carries water 

across land.  


