
Year 6  - Geography  Would you survive in Antarctica? Term – Spring  

 

 

Key Information 

Population: Between 500 - 2000 (scientists) 

Continent: Antarctica 

First 
discovered: 

A Russian expedition first sighted 
Antarctica, from their ship, in 

1820. 

Race to the 
Pole: 

Norwegian, Roald Amundsen, 
led the first expedition to the 
South Pole. He reached in on 

11th December 1911. 
British Explorer Robert Scott, 2nd 

to reach the South Pole (5 
weeks later) Scott and his men 

died returning. 

Largest 
research 

bases: 

McMurdo Research centre 
Scientists number between 1,000 

(summer) and 200 (winter) 
Amundsen–Scott Station, South 

Pole 
Scientists number between 200 

(summer) and 50 (winter) 

Travel time: 

Flying from Manchester to Port 
Stanley (Falkland Islands), then 

taking a ship to Antarctica 
would take between 10 – 20 

days. 

Wildlife: 
Penguins, albatross, whales, 

seals, fish, squid and krill 

Oceans 
surrounding 
Antarctica 

Pacific Ocean, Southern 
Ocean, Indian Ocean, Atlantic 

Ocean, 

Countries with 
territorial 
claims: 

UK, Chile, Argentina, New 
Zealand, France, Norway and 

Australia. 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

longitude 

Lines (up and 
down)on a map 
of the globe to 

help with 
positioning 

 latitude 

 Lines (across)on a 
map of the globe 

to help with 
positioning 

expedition 
A journey taken by a group of 

people (e.g. soliders, 
explorers, scientists) 

climate 
change 

A change in the normal 
weather over a long period of 

time (much colder/ hotter, 
much drier /wetter) 

territorial 
claim 

An area (territory) tan a 
country claims to own 

glacier 
A frozen body of ice slowly 
moving – imagine a frozen 

river moving to the sea 

  

Many countries claim a part of Antarctica for 
themselves. However, no country officially is in 

charge of Antarctica. Countries work 
together at scientific bases – no military bases 

are allowed on Antarctica. 

 

This is a map of Antarctica and the 
oceans that surround it. 

 

This is where Antarctica is in the world. 

 

Key Diagrams 


